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Dear

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken our world and health systems and has had a major impact on people
living with other diseases, especially cancer. We recognize that this impact goes well beyond cancer
screening and care; however, we do want to raise some of the issues we have observed in our community.

Prior to the pandemic, death rates in some types of cancer had started to stabilise or even decrease as
patients took a more active role in primary and secondary prevention and their own care, while cancer
services improved and more treatments became available.*> The COVID-19 pandemic has severely
disrupted cancer detection and care services globally®: 2020 saw an approximately 40 per cent drop in
diagnoses of cancer®. A recent study published in the BMJ journal demonstrated that delays to treatment
can have a detrimental effect.”

We recognise that healthcare systems are under unprecedented pressure due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and that the global crisis has not ended yet, but the data show us that we need to take action to actively
address the issues in cancer care if we are to continue improving outcomes.

We, cancer-focused organisations, are ready to support governments in the effort to help cancer patients
globally. To improve the situation for cancer patients, governments should:

1) Ensure that patients can access diagnosis and treatment safely

Health systems should design COVID-secure pathways so that services for cancer patients can
remain open and, where possible, provide alternative treatment modalities, such as home
chemotherapy if both the treating provider and patient agree to help shield patients. Health
authorities should communicate the range of actions that have been taken to allay patients’ fears
about COVID-19 and their condition, including appropriate measures to tackle cancer-related
complications, such as cancer-associated thrombosis, cardiovascular diseases, mental health,
pain, malnutrition and more.! Screening, assessment programmes and other means of diagnosing
cancer early must also be restored and supported, as well as efforts to raise awareness of these
programmes.

2) Identify the impact of the pandemic on cancer services and design services to mitigate this
This means collecting and analysing data on the patients who were not diagnosed in 2020,
modelling the likely additional demand for services due to missed diagnoses and appointments.
In addition, it means investing in the workforce and physical capacity to meet this need, given the
likely increase in the number of patients diagnosed at a late stage. We already have some analysed
data available and we are willing to provide you with all relevant documentations.

3) Resource cancer services properly and safely for the long term
Patients must be at the centre as action is taken to rebuild and improve cancer services. This
means efforts to increase multi-disciplinary care, to treat cancer and related symptoms (as
described above). Early diagnosis of cancer needs to be accelerated and the uptake of innovation
in cancer care and treatment must happen at pace and scale to overcome the setbacks to progress
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experienced in 2020. Every effort should be made to ensure that cancer services are not disrupted
by any future austerity measures, recognizing that spending on cancer has been stable for
decades.” Moreover, the potential effects of COVID-19 on cancer care could be long term and not
only be limited to this year/during the pandemic due to upstaging and workforce resiliency. We
are ready to collaborate with you to uplift the cancer care in your country with our resources and
expertise.

Today, we want all governments to make a difference by saying:
“I am committed, and | will invest in prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of cancer.”

We, the signatories of this letter, are expressing an interest to collaborate with governments to improve
the situation of cancer patients.

Signed
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Novartis Pharma AG

Ana Tecic Vuger

MD PhD Medical Oncologist,
Breast Cancer Oncology
OncoWay, Croatia
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Petra Adamkova
Director
ONKO Unie

Ayse Bora
Member of the Board
Onko-Sev

Sharon O’Toole
Board Member
Ovacare

Elisabeth Baugh
CEO
Ovarian Cancer Canada

Audrey Kurlan-Marcy
Cofounder/Chair
Pancreatic Cancer Alliance

IO

Louis Baldachino

Chairman & Founder
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Gibraltar

Michelle Capobianco
Chief Executive Officer
Pancreatic Cancer Canada

Alfredo Carrato
MD, PhD
Pancreatic Cancer Europe

Despina Zapounidou
President

PASMMO- HELLENIC BONE
MARROW TRANSPLANTED
PATIENTS ASSOCIATION

Masum Hossain

Regional President, Oncology,
International Developed Markets
Pfizer

Yesim Tuncer
International Project Director
Pi Women'’s Cancer Charity

Hellen Kastanara
Vice President
PIERIA CANCER PATIENTS - PCP

Antonio Mano Azul
President

Portuguese Academy of Oral
Medicine

Joyce Wilcox Graff
President
Powerful Patient Inc.

Steve Coldicott
Director
precision medicine forum
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Gorica Djokic
secretary of association
Progovori

Runcie C. W. Chidebe
Executive Director
Project PINK BLUE

Dino Verrelli
Founder & CEO
Project Purple

Susan Oliver
Chair & Trustee
Pseudomyxoma Survivor

Svetlana Samardzic
President
Punim plucima

Jida El Hajjar
VP
Quebec Breast cancer foundation

Cathy Hirsch
President
Reach to Recovery International

Adrian Pogacian
Chairman
ReThinking Europe

Gian Luca Baiocchi
Professor
RicerChiAmo Onlus

Sanja Njegic and Michael
Oberreiter

Global Head of Patient Partnership
and Global Head of Access
Management

Roche

Alan Miller, MD, PhD (as of
01/01/2020)

President

Rocky Mountain Oncology Society

Dan Zaharescu

Executive Director
Romanian Association of
International Medicines
Manufacturers ARPIM

Irina Borovova/ Anna Solovyeva
President / Director of
international communications
Russian Association of Oncological
Patients “ZDRAVSTVUY!”

Prof. Dr. med. Hans-Joachim
Schmoll

Chief Executive Officer
Sachsen-Anhaltische
Krebsgesellschaft e.V.

Gouri Shankar Bhattacharyya
Medical Oncologist
Salt Lake City Medical Center
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Anna Maria Mancuso
President and Legal Representative
Salute Donna Onlus

Adela Ayensa Alonso
General Director
Salvati A.C.

Izlen Toker, Rebecca Guntern
Head, Patient Communications
and Advocacy ; Head, Region
Europe

Sandoz

Robin Cohen

CEO

Sandy Rollman Ovarian Cancer
Foundation

Alexander Zehnder
Head Global Oncology
Sanofi

&
A

V.

Savo Pilipovic
President of Association
Serbian Association of Patients

Mary Dean

Executive Director

Society for Immunotherapy of
Cancer (SITC)

Gene Saylors, MD
President
South Carolina Oncology Society

Monika Puchowska
Member of the Board
STOWARZYSZENIE ROZOWY
MOTYL

Ljiljana Vukota
General secretary
SVE za NJU (EVERYTHING for HER)

Peter Lakwijk
Chair
Svenska Skoldkortelféreningen

Ken Mastris
Chairman
TACKLE PROSTATE CANCER

tackle

prostate cancer

Stephen M. Schleicher, MD, MBA
President

Tennessee Oncology Practice
Society

Erick Tyssier

Head of Government Affairs
Europe

Teva Pharmaceuticals Europe

Debra Patt, MD, PhD, MBA
President
Texas Society of Clinical Oncology
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Mahesh Seetharam, MD, FACP
President
The Arizona Society of Clinical
Oncology

Nicolas Philippou

CEO

The Cyprus Association of Cancer
Patients and Friends (PASYKAF)

Maria Buti

EU Policy Councillor

the European Association for the
Study of the Liver

EASL

The Home of Hepatology

Nadine Prévost

Director, Community Services
The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society of Canada

Pat Garcia-Gonzalez
CEO
The Max Foundation

&
A

V.

James Arthur Caldwell

Director

The Northern Ireland Rare Disease
Partnership

A. Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Salama, MD,
PhD

Director of the Oncofertility
Consortium

The Oncofertility Consortium

Ivana Plechata
Coordinator
The voice of cancer patients

... Hilas

' ' onkologickych
pacientd

Peter Lakwijk
Treasurer
Thyroid Federation International

MEP Frances Fitzgerald
Chair of Transforming Breast
Cancer Together (TBCT)
Transforming Breast Cancer
Together

Gertrude Nakigudde

CEO

Uganda Women'’s Cancer Support
Organisation

Sonali Johnson

Head, Knowledge, Advocacy and
Policy

Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC)

Vandana Gupta
Founder & Trustee
V Care Foundation

Osman toktas

Asst. Prof. Dr.

Van association to fight breast
cancer

Maria Eugenia Aponte-Rueda
President

Venezuelan Breast Cancer
Research and Education
Foundation
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Dr. Ingrid Resch

Chairman of the board
Verein zur Foerderung der
Senologie/Brustkrebs. e. V.

Han Steutel
President
vfa

Chandra Clark
Executive Director
VHL Alliance

Shaantanu Donde

Head of Portfolio Management
- Medical Affairs ( Developed
Markets & JANZ)

Viatris

Richard Ingram, MD
President

Virginia Association of
Hematologist & Oncologist

&
A

V.

Beate Bartes
President
Vivre sans Thyroide

President
West Virginia Oncology Society

Dr. Vladimir Lazar

Chief Scientific and Operating
Officer

WIN Consortium

Benjamin M. Parsons, DO
President

Wisconsin Association of
Hematology & Oncology

Silvia Novello

President

Women Against Lung Cancer
in Europe

Assia Konsoulova
Chair
Women for oncology - Bulgaria

Prof.ssa Rossana Berardi
President
Women for oncology - Italy

Barbara Wilson
Founder & Director
Working With Cancer

Alex Filicevas

Executive Director

World Bladder Cancer Patient
Coalition

Mary Lynne Van Poelgeest
President

World Federation for Incontinence
and Pelvic Problems- WFIPP - WFIP
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Clara MacKay Olakekan Ajayi, PharmD, MBA Ekaterini Kounalaki

CEO President Chair of BoD

World Ovarian Cancer Coalition Wyoming State Oncology Society EY ZQ Living Well with Cancer
Dr Stephen Connor Salih Yuce

Executive Director Chairman

Worldwide Hospice Palliative Care Young Accumulation Association

Alliance

IO
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